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There is a growing movement among those who are concerned with the psychological
and biological mechanisms underlying language to consider the possibility that the
component of the mind that is devoted to linguistic competence - call it the faculty of
language - might be an optimal system. The panel will consider possible construals of
the term “optimal’ as applied to language, asking in what sense - if any - the faculty of
language constitutes an instance of a perfect biological system. Regarding language as
a possible case study in optimality therefore has implications for the spectrum of
issues that come under the banner of the conference theme; hence the discussion will
inform, and be informed by, the broader dialogue as it unfolds throughout the day.
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The following readings, which are recommended as background papers for other
presentations, are also relevant for the panel:
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