Brief preview of MBB980Z The Insanity Defense
Seminar leader: Ellsworth Fersch
Seminar format. Everyone posts briefly on google drive before each class.
Everyone participates to some extent in each seminar meeting.
Everyone's interests help design final class meetings.

Class 1. Week 1. 
Overview of course.
A case involving all significant partipants in an insanity defense case, defendant, family, victims, psychological and medical experts and witnesses, judge and jury, public, commentators, and others. A documentary with a definite point of view.
Excerpts shown in class with discussion and commentary occasioned by 
Frontline A Crime of Insanity.
Available online in pay and free sites.

Class 2. Week 2 
Law
It will focus on the tests of insanity in U.S. courts
https://open.lib.umn.edu/criminallaw/chapter/6-1-the-insanity-defense

This is because insanity is a legal term, not a psychological or psychiatric term, and the insanity defense relies on the specific test under which a case is heard.

This excerpt from an available text sets forth the M'Naghten, irresistible impulse, substantial capacity, and Durham tests. It also sets forth other related aspects including competence to stand trial, disposition, and so forth.

Google drive will enable seminar members to sign up to present, comment on, question, or otherwise briefly discuss one of the tests. Depending on the number of enrollees, they will be divided among the tests though everyone will be expected to be familiar with all and are welcome to comment beyond their assigned responsibility.

Class 3. Week 3 
Psychology

Psychological disorders and participation

https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/view/insanity-defense-evaluations-basic-procedure-and-best-practices

Psychological disorders that generally quality for the insanity defense

Most courts have held that diagnoses such as schizophrenia, major depressive disorder, and bipolar disorder qualify as a mental disease for the purpose of insanity. Diagnoses such as personality disorders, paraphilias, and voluntary substance intoxication do not usually qualify.

Many sites feature information about the disorders.

Google drive will be set so students can signup for diagnoses, though all are welcome to comment on, question, reflect on others as well. Everyone can search for disorder(s).

Class 4. Week 4 
John Hinckley case
And before and after it

Extensive research carried out and contained in the 1984 book Before and After Hinckley describes the state of law and insanity defense before and after that case.
Google will be set so students can be responsible for summarizing and commenting on major matters

The case
John Hinckley trial 1982
https://www.encyclopedia.com/law/law-magazines/john-hinckley-trial-1982

then and after
https://www.npr.org/2022/06/15/1105370016/john-hinckley-who-tried-to-assassinate-president-reagan-is-granted-full-release

The book
Relevant portions of Before and After Hinckley will be available on course site

List of Contents (relevant chapters to be posted later)

Please note: The rest of the syllabus will be finalized taking into account the interests of enrollees 

Week 7 will permit each student to briefly present an actual or an imaginative case invoking the insanity defense and to write a 3-4 page paper on it

Classes (Weeks) 5, 6, 8,  9, and 10 will follow a pattern
There will be 3 clusters, each containing 2-3 readings or similar material
and enrollees will sign up to present and discuss.

Classes (Weeks) 11, 12, and 13
Final Paper. Each enrollee will choose any topic of interest to them, related in any
way to the insanity defense. Each will write a five to seven page paper and post a 
summary on google drive and present the paper and lead discussion during one 
of final three classes. Afterward each seminar member will hand a squibbet with 
comments, suggestions, and the like to the presenter which the presenter can
if they so choose, incorporate into their final paper.

Class (Week) 14 
NO meeting. Final paper due by email, date and time, as set forth. 
Registrar's deadlines.
No late papers will be accepted, so plan ahead.


